List of Student Report Topics to Place the Movie Lincoln Into Its Proper Context

1. The End of Slavery in Great Britain and the British Empire
2. The Role of Slavery in the American Revolution and the South's Bargain with the North to Protect Slavery
3. Constitutional Protections for Slavery
4. Some of the Consequences of Slavery for the Slave, the Master, and Southern Society
5. George Washington and Slavery
6. Thomas Jefferson and Slavery
7. Benjamin Franklin on Slavery
8. How Northern Ingenuity Strengthened Slavery in the South and Help Set the Preconditions for Civil War
9. The Political Power of Slaveholders Before the Civil War
10. What Life was Like for Free Blacks in the U.S. Before the Civil War
11. Attitudes Toward Slavery in the South from the time of the Revolution through 1865
12. The Abolition Movement in the U.S.
13. The Dred Scott Decision
14. The Election of 1860
15. The Scorpion’s Sting and Why the South Seceded When Lincoln Was Elected

16. Why Most People in the North Supported the War – Was the U.S. the Only Surviving Democracy?

17. Actions Before January 31, 1865 Taken by Lincoln, Congress, the Army and Various States to Restrict or Eliminate Slavery
18. What actions did African-Americans, slave and free, take which set the stage for passage of the 13th Amendment?
19. Some War Democrats Changed their Position On the Amendment Out of Conviction - Including John Rollins, Samuel S. Cox and Tammany Hall
20. Elizabeth Keckley — Entrepreneur, Modiste, and Confidante of Mary Lincoln
21. Seward and Lincoln
After Watching the Movie and Reading Excerpts of Lincoln’s Speeches

22. A Biographical Sketch of Thaddeus Stevens Through the end of 1864 focusing on his abolitionist beliefs, his relationship with Mrs. Smith and his Charity

23. Thaddeus Stevens 1865 and Beyond including his speech in support of the Thirteenth Amendment disavowing racial equality and whether Lincoln, had he lived, would have moved toward supporting Stevens' less forgiving position on reconstruction
24. Abraham Lincoln's Views of African-Americans
25. Cutting Out the Cancer: The Thirteenth Amendment
26. Enforcing Liberty: The Fourteenth Amendment
27. Voting Rights for Black Men: The Fifteenth Amendment
