COMPREHENSION TEST/HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

Question #1 counts for two points and question #3 counts for three points. Use complete sentences and proper English grammar.  Handwriting must be neat and legible.

1. Describe two important themes of this movie. Use less than three sentences to describe each theme.

2.  Give an example of a flashback from this movie.

3.  There are many literary/cinematic symbols in this film. List six of them and describe what they represent.

4.  The Kid loved it when Tonio pushed him in the swing that hung from the dead tree in their yard. After Tonio returned from the circus, the Kid insisted on taking Tonio's place as the person who pushed and that Tonio take his place as the person who was swinging. This is an example of the literary device called "foreshadowing." What event does this scene foreshadow?

5.  Tonio's black armband was a sign that meant something to the characters in the story as well as a literary/cinematic symbol for the viewer. One of the characters did something to the armband and that action was both a signal to the characters in the movie of a change in Tonio's status and also a literary/cinematic symbol. Answer both of the following questions: (1) What did the black armband mean to the characters in the story? and (2) What was the significance of what happened to the armband both to the characters in the story and as a literary/cinematic symbol?

6.  The literary/cinematic symbol of the fact that the Kid wasn't even given a name by his parents relates to an important theme in this story. Describe what the symbol means and the theme to which it relates.

7.  The character of the Kid has been said to be a "savior child." What is meant by that term? Describe another "savior child" who is central to one of the three most important Western religions. 

8.  Describe the subplot involving Clara and discuss its connection with the main story. 

9.  At the end of the film, Tonio does something that changed his life.  Was it the right thing to do? Give the reasons for your response. 


10.  In the circumstances in which the Breves family found themselves, what was the first responsibility of the parents? 

11.  The Kid's father said that honor required an "eye for an eye" until everyone was blind. The Kid commented that, "In the land of the blind, one-eyed people are said to be mad." What are the filmmakers trying to tell us through this dialog?

12.  Every war involves older men and women asking young people to sacrifice their lives. In effect, the parents are placing the children in harm's way. What does this story tell us about decisions to go to war?

13.  What would Jesus Christ have said about the Christianity practiced by the Breves family? What does that tell us about how religion should be practiced?

14.  Give two examples of types of activities which have aspects of an honor culture and which have occurred in Western European and U.S. society at some point after the beginning of the nineteenth century (1800 to present).

15.  Geography questions:


a. What continent is Brazil located in? 

b. What is the primary religion in Brazil? 

c. Where is Albania located? 

d. What is the primary religion in Albania?


16.     What does it take to break out of a cycle of violence on a personal basis, and on a tribal or national basis?

17.  After the older brother Ignacio has been killed, the mother prays for revenge, asking God for the blood of the killer. The camera pans to a shot of the shrine at which she is praying and we see a picture of Jesus. What are the filmmakers trying to tell us in this scene? 

EXTRA CREDIT QUESTION: Assume that when Tonio reaches his destination at the end of the film, he cannot find the person he was looking for. Also assume that you are the screenwriter and continue the story,  briefly describing the next five years of Tonio’s life.
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