COMPREHENSION TEST/HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR
“SOMETHING THE LORD MADE”

1. Describe the two reasons why Mr. Thomas operated on the hearts of dogs in Dr. Blalock's research laboratory when he was preparing for the blue baby operations. 

2. How did Mr. Thomas lose his college savings?

3. Can depositors in most banks in the U.S. today lose their money if the bank fails? Give reasons for your answer.

4. Why was it difficult for Vivien Thomas to get a job once he had decided that he was not going to be able to go to college? 

5. How do scientists get recognition for their scientific research? 

6. Was Dr. Blalock a racist or a man who did as much as he could to help Vivien Thomas have a fulfilling career? 

7. What role did racism play in the fact that Dr. Blalock was able to keep Vivien Thomas as a lab assistant for so many decades and benefit from Thomas' work without giving him credit?

8. Leaving aside the question of whether Dr. Blalock should have encouraged Mr. Thomas to attend college and become a surgeon, describe why the Blalock/Thomas team is an example of effective teamwork. 

9. In the Blalock/Thomas team effort, did one of the team members benefit more than the other? 

10. Did Dr. Blalock act in a caring manner toward Mr. Thomas? 

11. Was the blue baby surgery performed by Dr. Blalock full open heart surgery? 

12. Why did Vivien Thomas cause such a controversy when he went out of the lab in his white lab coat? 

13. It is said that Vivien Thomas opened new paths to healing when most doors were closed to him. What is meant by that? 

14. Why was cardiac surgery referred to as the "Mount Everest" of medicine before November of 1944?

15. What did Dr. Blalock see in Vivien Thomas a few weeks after Thomas began to work for him? 

16. Dr. Levi Watkins, one of the first black graduates of the Johns Hopkins surgery program said this about Vivien Thomas: "I think he is the most untalked about, unappreciated, unknown giant in the African American community. What he helped facilitate impacted people all over the world." Given the fact that Vivien Thomas never participated in a demonstration demanding civil rights or filed a law suit to enforce his rights, what did Dr. Watkins mean? 

17. Do you agree with the priest that Dr. Blalock was being arrogant and had embarked on a vain quest for glory by operating on the heart of a blue baby patient? 

18. Was the first blue baby operation an experiment, as the Priest charged? 

19. Was the priest right that Dr. Blalock was arrogant and vain?

20. Remember the discussion between Harold, Vivien's brother, and their feather about what it took to improve the situation of blacks in America? The father pointed out that Harold, the grandson of a man born into slavery, had a college education. He used this as proof that things were getting better and that Harold didn't have to put himself at risk by being a plaintiff in a lawsuit seeking equal pay for black teachers. Harold contended that change in society didn't occur unless people made the changes happen. This required, he argued, that people on occasion put their futures on the line. Who do you agree with? 

21. Compare the contributions to the Civil Rights Movement of Vivien Thomas and his brother Harold who was a plaintiff in a landmark case that went all the way to the Supreme Court. That case established that black teachers had to be paid the same amount as white teachers for the same work. 

22. Was Dr. Blalock's colleague correct when he worried that Blalock was rushing into the first blue baby operation because Dt. Blalock had prematurely assured the child's parents that he knew how to perform the operation? 

23. One of the most important ethical obligations for a doctor is to make sure that his or her treatments do no harm. Did Dr. Blalock violate that obligation by rushing into the first blue baby operation after he had performed only one trial surgery on a dog? 

24. After Dr. Blalock and Dr. Taussig took full credit for the operation and didn't given Mr. Thomas any credit, the character of Vivien Thomas in the movie says to Blalock: "I'm invisible to the world. I don't mind that. I understand that. I thought it was different in here." What did he mean? 

25. At the end of the film, Dr. Blalock says to Mr. Thomas, "They say you haven't lived unless you have a lot to regret. I regret .... I have some regrets. But I think we should remember not what we lost but what we've done ... all the lives we saved and we did. We saved plenty didn't we Vivien?" What do you think that Blalock was talking about? 
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